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pool and fountain. The pool and steps are 
decorated with European motifs. The 
interior contains many valuable furnishings 
and works of art. The ceilings are 
decorated with plaster relief and marbles 
of
various colours, and the floors of finely- 
worked parquet. The furniture is largely 
European, although the carpets and rugs 
are Hereke. The mirrors bear the crest of 
Sultan Abdulmecit, and the rooms are 
illuminated by crystal chandeliers and 
candelabre. Together with the valuable 
paintings on the walls, the Kiicuksu Kasir 
is a unique museum o f art. Used for a 
while as a state guest house, it has 
subsequently been opened to the public as 
a museum.
H ow  to G et There
The Kuccüksu Kasir is on the Anatolian 
side of th<2 Bosphorus, on the road 
between iDsküdar and Beykoz. Get off at 
the Küçüktsu stop if you come by public 
transport.
The mauseum is open every day except 
for Mondays and Thursdays from 
9.30 -16.00.
Upon payment of a fee photographs and 
films may be taken without use of a tripod. 
Flash photography is permitted.
Telr (1) 3332 02 37
Ihlamiir Kasir
The Ihlamur Kasir is secluded from the 
traffic and bustle of central Istanbul by its 
high walls. It consists of two buildings set m W
After the Turkish conquest of Istanbul, a new era opened for this beautiful city 
which straddles two continents. The Turks 
built many beautiful works of architecture 
in their new capital city, including 
mosques, fountains, madrasahs, palaces 
and kasirs or summer palaces, giving 
Istanbul an entirely new skyline.
In this issue we wish to acquaint our 
readers with the historic kasirs of Istanbul, 
which today are museums open to the 
public.
Kuquksu Kasir
From the 17th century onwards there is 
mention in contemporary accounts of the 
Goksu Gardens, through which the Goksu 
Stream flows. This beautiful meadow 
attracted the attention of Sultan Murat IV 
(1623-1640) and the first buildings were 
constructed near this excursion spot in the 
early 18th century. Sultan Mahmut I 
(1730 - 1754) had a two-story wooden 
palace built on the shorefront here, and 
this was subsequently used by Sultan 
Selim III (1789-1807) and Mahmut II 
(1808-1839). During the reign of Sultan 
Abdulmecit (1839-1861) this wooden 
palace was demolished and replaced by 
the stone building we see today.
Known as the Kupuksu Kasir, this small 
summer palace was designed by the 
architect NikoQos Balyan Kalfa. In the 
basement are the kitchen, storerooms and 
servants quarters, while the upper floors 
consist of a central open area off which 
four rooms open. Used as a hunting lodge 
land for leisure purposes, some alterations 
were made to the kasir by Sultan 
Abdiilaziz (1861 - 1876). None of the 
outbuildings have survived to the present 
day.
The facade of the kasir is ornamented 
with reliefs, and adjoining it is a small
in a tree-shaded garden. For many 
centuries this area, once part of the rural 
surroundings of the city, was a favourite 
excursion place. Here were three areas 
known as Ihlamur, the Muhabbet Garden 
and the Hacı Hüseyin Vineyard. During 
the reign of Sultan Ahmet III (1703 - 1730) 
the area became a royal garden, and this 
tradition was continued by the sultans 
Abdülhamit I (1774-1789) and Selim III 
(1789-1807). In the first half of the 19th 
century Sultan Abdülmecit made a habit of 
coming here to stay in a modest vineyard 
house, where he received such famous 
guests as the French poet Lamartine. Later 
on in 1849-1855 this house was replaced 
by the magnificent buildings we see today. 
One was known as the Merasim Kiosk, 
and was used for ceremonial purposes, 
and the other as the Maiyet (Retinue) 
Kiosk, where the sultan’s retinue and on 
occasions the women of the harem would 
stay. Subsequently both became known as 
the Ihlamur Kasir.
The baroque-style steps leading up to 
the main entrance of the Merasim Kiosk 
are adorned with fascinating and lively 
reliefs. The motifs reflect 19th century 
Ottoman tastes, which were extensively 
influenced by European art. The interior is 
decorated with frescos, and the furnishings 
are largely in diverse European styles.
The Maiyet Kiosk is smaller than the 
Merasim Kiosk, and the exterior and 
interior decoration is less ornate.
Following the death of Sultan 
Abdülmecid at a young age his younger 
brother Abdülaziz continued to visit 
İhlamur, where he is said to have enjoyed 
watching cock and ram fights. Mehmed 
Reşad V visited Ihlamur frequently and 
here he received the kings of Bulgaria and 
Serbia in 1910.
Following the establishment of the 
republic the kasirs of Istanbul were at first 
put under the auspices of the Turkish 
Parliament, but later transferred to the 
municipality, which in 1952 opened the 
Maiyet Kiosk as a Reform Museum, and 
the Merasim Kiosk as a Kiosk History 
Museum. However, in 1966 both museums 
were closed down and once more placed 
under the auspices of parliament. Today 
both buildings have been repaired and 
opened to the public.as museum.
How to Get There
Ihlamur Kasir is situated at the meeting 
point of three districts, Beşiktaş, Yıldız and 
Nişantaşı. It is reached via the Ihlamur 
road leading from Yıldız or via the road 
down from Teşvikiye. If coming by public 
transport get off at the Ihlamur stop.
Ihlamur Kasir is open from 9.30 to 
16.00, but closed on Mondays and 
Thursdays.
Photographers may purchase a special 
ticket for taking photographs and films 
without use of a tripod. Flash 
photography is permitted.
Telephone: (1 ) 161 29 91
Aynalikavak Kasir
For nearly three centuries the Aynalikavak 
Kasir has adorned the shore of the Golden 
Horn, where it was once part of the 
Shipyard Palace. During Ottoman times 
there were several similar buildings along 
the shore, but this is the only one to have 
survived to the present day.
The famous Turkish traveller, Evliya 
Çelebi tells us that in Byzantine times 
there was a large imperial vineyard and 
wood on this spot stretching right up to 
Okmeydanı and the hills of Kasımpaşa. 
Following the Ottoman conquest of 
Istanbul Sultan Mehmet the Conqueror and 
his successors used to visit this pleasant 
spot. When the imperial shipyard was 
established at Kasımpaşa, the region 
became known as the Royal Shipyard 
Garden. Here, many small summer 
palaces and kiosks were built, the whole 
complex being referred to as the Shipyard 
Palace.
The Aynalikavak Kasir is believed to 
have been built as one of these by Sultan 
Ahmet III (1703 -1730). Alterations were 
carried out subsequently, during the reign 
of Sultan Selim III (1789 -1807) and more 
extensively during the reign of Sultan 
Mahmut II (1808 -1839). The kasir has 
two stories overlooking the sea, and one 
on the land side. It is the last and most 
beautiful example of traditional Ottoman 
architecture before the European influence 
began to dominate. The ornamentation of 
the building is also a fine example of its 
age. It is valued particularly for the 
inscriptions along the walls of the 
Audience Chamber and the Divanhane, for 
the plaster lattice windows, and for the 
interior decoration added later for Selim III 
and bearing his crest.
The furnishings too are in traditional 
Ottoman style, with divans, braziers, and 
lamps, reflecting a lifestyle now lost.
How to Get There
Situated just above the Taskizak 
Shipyard, the Aynalikavak Kasir is reached 
from the Istanbul by-pass by turning off at 
the HalicioQlu Junction and taking the 
Haskoy-Kasimpasa road. The kasir has a 
carpark.
The kasir is open from 9.30 to 16.00, 
but closed on Mondays and Thursdays.
Entrance is TL 300 and TL 50 for 
students.
Telephone: (1 ) 150 40 94
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